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CIURLIONIS  TO  APPEAR 
ON  1 RUBLE  COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN 


Mikaiojus  K. 
Ciurllonis 


In  addition  to  Ciurlionis,  two 
other  Lithuanian  subjects  are  schedul- 
ed to  be  featured.  The  Trakai  Castle 
will  be  featured  in  1996,  and  the  Cat- 
hedral of  Saints  Anna  and  Bernandine  in 
Vilnius  will  be  featured  in  2001. 

A complete  list  of  the  planned 
coins  appeared  in  the  August  30,  1989 
issue  of  Coin  World,  pp.  7A,  76. 


The  image  of  Lithuanian  compo- 
ser and  artist  Mikalojus  Konstantinas 
Ciurlionis  (1875-1911)  is  scheduled  to 
appear  on  a Soviet  I ruble  commem- 
orative coin  in  the  year  2001,  as  part 
of  a massive  17-year  series  of  uncir- 
culated and  proof  commemorative  1 
ruble  coins  being  issued  from  the  pre- 
sent until  the  year  2005  by  the  Soviet 
Ministry  of  Finance. 

The  program  includes  95  diff- 
erent designed  coins,  featuring  various 
architectural,  historical,  and  cultural 
subjects. 


EXPANDED  EDITION! 

In  order  to  cover  the  latest  numis- 
matic events  in  Lithuania  and  at  the  same 
time  bring  to  you  our  regular  features, 
this  issue  has  been  expanded  to  10  pages. 


THE  LITAS  --  SAFE  CURRENCY? 

By  Albertas  Laurinciukas 

[Editor's  Note:  The  following  article  appeared  in  the  August  3-9 
1989  issue  of  Gimtasis  Krastas  (The  Native  Land)  and  is  a further  indi- 
cation of  the  drive  towards  the  re-establishment  of  Lithuania's  monetary 
unit — the  Litas!  It  is  translated  into  the  English  language  for  our  by 
our  translator,  Val  Matelis.] 

The  idea  of  our  own  currency  in  Lithuania  cropped  up 
not  at  a coffee  clatch.  It  was  included  in  a list  of  judge- 
mental problems  by  winds  of  change,  steps  towards  political 
and  economic  sovereignty. 

The  topic  is  widely  discussed  and  studied  today  in  the 
Republic.  That  was  noted  by  Kestutis  Lynikas,  vice-president 
of  the  Melbourne  Lithuanian  community,  visiting  from  Aus- 
tralia. He  is  a paper  money  specialist,  preparing  banknotes 
for  27  years  at  the  Australian  Reserve  Bank. 

"Would  you  care  to  comment,"  I asked  Kestutis  Lynikas, 
on  H.  Fielding's  statement,  "When  you  make  money  your  god, 
it  begins  to  torment  people  like  the  devil?" 

"After  becoming  acquainted  with  life  in  Lithuania,  I 
make  bold  to  say  that  Fielding's  words  at  this  time  are  not 
appropriate  to  you,"  he  replied.  "I  am  convinced  that  you 
are  not  preparing  to  make  of  money  an  idol  and  pray  to  it, 
but  rather  desire  that  it  serve  the  good  of  the  fatherland. 
A strong  and  safe  currency  will  prove  a trustworthy  servant 
to  you." 

ALBERTAS  LAURINCIUKAS 

LITAS  - SADGDS 


"What  do  you  mean  to  infer  by  the  word  'safe'?" 

"A  strong  currency  depends  upon  the  nation's  economic 
existence.  My  sphere  of  experience  is  the  security  of  money. 
I worked  in  Australia,  and  consulted  with  banks  of  other 
countries  of  the  world  as  to  how  best  to  secure  safe  bank- 

Continued  on  page  7... 


A RARE  COIN  FROM  THE  HISTORIC  CEMETARY  AT  BECI AI 


Aleksandras  Radnus 

In  1985  an  archeological  eicavalion  was  conducted  by  the  Lithuanian  Cultural 
Ministry  for  the  Preservation  of  Cultural  Monuments  at  the  ancient  cemetary  at  Beciai, 
Ukmerge  county.  A surface  area  of  276  m^  was  excavated  and  about  5200  items  were 
uncovered.  It  was  determined  that  the  cemetary  dates  from  the  late  middle  ages  and 
that  the  cemetary  belonged  to  the  old  town  of  Vepriai.  Vepriai.had  a castle  which  was 
plundered  by  the  Teutonic  Order  in  138-4.  The  written  records  of  Vepriai  cease  for  a 
period  after  1 384.  The  findings  from  the  1 985  excavation  will  help  to  fill  the  gap. 

The  oldest  sites  were  from  the  15th  century.  These  were  rich  sites.  The  graves  of 
women  contained  many  brass  ornaments  and  those  of  men  contained  tools  and  weapons. 
But  coins  made  up  the  vast  majority  of  the  finds.  Fifteen  of  the  sites  contained  over  50 
coins  each.  Most  of  the  coins  were  from  the  first  half  of  the  17th  century  (1600-1650). 
Generally  the  coins  were  of  the  smaller  denominations,  i.e.  groschen  and  shillings.  The 
coins  were  from  mints  in  Lithuania,  Prussia  and  Riga.  Found  were  a dinar  minted  in 
Vilnius  by  King  Alexander  (1492-1506),  a half -groschen  minted  by  King  Sigismund  the 
Old  (1506-1548)  and  a number  of  two-dinar  coins  of  King  Sigismund  August  (1544- 
1572).  It  is  interesting  that  a Teutonic  Order  shilling  from  the  second  half  of  the  15th 
century  (1450-1500)  was  found  together  with  coins  from  the  era  of  King  Sigismund 
Vasa  (1587-1632). 

Of  particular  interest  was  a woman's  grave  labeled  No.  69  by  the  archeologists. 
Found  at  this  site  were  a clay  pot,  a star  shaped  broach  and  a silver  coin.  The  coin  is 
about  14mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  0.451  grams.  This  coin  was  grouped  with  coins  of 
early  Lithuanian  coinage.  Generally  this  type  of  coin  has  on  the  obverse  the  STIEBU 
VARTAI  device  and  on  the  reverse  a knight  facing  heraldic  left.  The  coin  found  in  site 
No.  69  differs  from  the  expected  in  that  the  STIEBU.  VARTAI  is  composed  of  double 
lines!  This  type  of  coin  had  not  been  described  before. 


x2 

A coin  with  the  STIEBllVARTAI  composed  of  double  lines  on  the  obverse  and  a 
' lion  on  the  reverse  has  been  described  by  Karys.  Numizmatists  agree  that  this  coin  was 
minted  by  Vytautas  at  Smolensk  after  1401,  after  Vytautas  had  deposed  Duke  Jurii 
Sviatoslavich.  This  coin  of  Vytautas  together  with  a coin  minted  by  Duke  Jurii 
Sviatoslavich  was  found  on  the  Drozdov  estate  in  Ruzsk  county  near  Moscow  in  1915. 
These  Smolensk  coins  of  Juru  Sviatoslavich  and  Vytautas  are  also  about  14mm  in 


Continued  on  page  *t... 


Feature  of  the  Month,  by  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

THE  1938  10  LITU  COMMEMORATIVE  BANKNOTE  (Pick-28) 


10  Litu,  Commeraorative 

Date:  Vasario  (February)  16,  1938 

Size:  130  x 75  mm. 

Colors:  Green,  with  orange  sun  motif  on  obverse. 
Printer:  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.  LTD,  New 
Malden,  England. 

Artist:  Adomas  Galdikas 
Serial  letters:  A,  B. 

Bank  officials  signatures:  Z.  Starkus,  VI. 

Stasinskas,  J.  Paknys,  Zaunius. 

The  1938  10  litu  banknote  is  the  most 
historic  and  yet  the  most  mysterious  banknote 
of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Designed  to  commem- 
orate the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  restor- 
ation of  Lithuanian  independence,  it  was  never 
released  for  circulation  due  to  political 
reasons  because  of  the  deteriorating  situation 
in  Europe. 

OBVERSE:  On  the  left  is  pictured  young 
President  Antanas  Smetona,  as  he  appeared  in 
1918.  The  date  of  the  note,  February  16,  1938 
was  exactly  twenty  years  from  the  date  of  the 
original  declaration  made  in  the  capital  Vilnius 
in  1918. 

On  the  right  appears  the  historic  Declar- 
ation of  Restoration  of  Independence,  signed 
by  all  two  members  of  the  Council  of  Lithuania. 
The  Declaration  declared  Vilnius  the  capital  of 
Lithuania,  and  claimed  freedom  from  previous 
unions. 

REVERSE:  Depicted  is  the  Council  of  Lith- 
uania, with  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  three 
largest  Lithuanian  cities:  (L-R)  Klaipeda, 
Vilnius,  and  Kaunas. 

The  1938  10  Litu  note  was  printed  and  shi- 
pped to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  where  it  was 
stored  in  the  bank  vaults,  but  it  was  never 
released  for  circulation.  Only  the  PAVYZDYS 
specimen  notes  were  distributed  to  the  banks 
prior  to  a possible  release. 

In  March  of  1938,  Poland  threatened  Lith- 
uania with  invasion,  and  demanded  that  Lithuania 
relinquish  its  claims  to  the  capital  city  of 
Vilnius  which  Poland  had  seized  in  1920.  Lith- 
uania was  forced  to  sign  a treaty  (Treaty  of 
Augustavas)  to  that  effect. 

According  to  former  bank  officials,  the 
government  was  fearful  that  the  issuance  of  the 
1938  10  litu  note  would  greatly  antagonize  the 
Poles,  since  the  reverse  blatently  proclaims 
Vilnius  as  the  capital  of  Lithuania.  Because  the 
political  situation  was  extremely  volitile, 
bank  officials  held  off  circulating  this  note. 

In  addition,  the  reverse  of  the  note  also 
bore  the  arms  of  Klaipeda,  which  was  seized 
by  Nazi  Germany  in  March  of  1939.  Lithuania 
did  not  want  to  antagonize  Germany,  either  in 
the  rapidly  deteriorating  situation. 


The  obverse  of  the  10-lits  banknote  of  1938.  To  the  left  is  President  Antanas  Smetona.  to 
the  right  is  the  Lithuanian  Declaration  of  Independence. 


The  reverse  of  the  lO-lits  banknote  of  1938,  featuring  a photograph  of  the  men  who 
declared  the  independence  of  Lithuania.  Above  the  photo  are  the  coats  of  arms  of  three 
Lithuanian  cities. 


tJUIIim'JUJBAiWUWC 


LiETUVOS  BANKO  BANKNOTAS 


When  the  Soviet  Union  invaded  Lithuania  on  June  15,  19A0, 
the  entire  stock  of  thel938  10  Litu  banknote  was  in  the  main  vault 
of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  and  they  were  subsequently  destroyed.  The 
notes  were  too  nationalistic,  anti-Russian,  capitalistic,  and  patri- 
otic for  the  Soviets  to  bear.  The  Soviets  did  allow  other  Lithuan- 
ian currency  to  remain  in  circulation  for  several  months,  however. 

The  1938  10  Litu  banknote  is  a graphic  reminder  of  Lithuania's 
plea  for  freedom,  and  its  desire  for  political  and  territorial  in- 
tegrity. It  records  the  events  of  1918,  which  speak  to  us  today:  that 
Lithuania  declared  total  sovereignty,  and  all  nations  should  respect 
that  decision. 

The  PAVYZDYS  specimens  of  this  note  occasionally  appear  on  the 
market,  or  in  private  sales.  This  author  does  not  have  one  (yet) 
and  would  like  one,  considering  all  the  research  he  has  done  con- 
cerning it! 


V. 


A RARE  COIN  FROM  THE  HISTORIC  CEMETARY  AT  BECIAI 


Continued  from  page  2... 

diameter  and  weigh  about  0.5  grams.  These  coins  are  currently  housed  with  the 
Medieval  Lithuanian  Coin  Collection  of  the  Leningrad  State  Archives,  jurii  Sviastoslavich 
was  installed  as  Duke  of  Smolensk  by  the  Lithuanians  after  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1386.  Later  he  was  replaced  by  a palatine  appointed  by  Vytautas.  Smolensk  revolted  in 
HOI,  the  palatine  was  killed  and  Duke  Jurii  Sviatoslavich  was  brought  back.  In  H04 
Vytautas  deposed  Jurii  Sviatoslavich. 


x2 

Jurii  Sviatoslavich 
1386-P.H01-H04 


x2 

Vytautas  the  Great 
after  1404 


A comparison  of  this  coin  from  Beciai  with  similar  coins  minted  by  Kestutis  1360- 
1382  and  by  Vytautas  1385-1389  reveals  that  this  coin  is  technical  more  advanced  than 
its  predecesors.  In  contrast  to  it's  predecessors,  this  coin  is  round,  the  STIEBU  VARTAI  is 
composed  of  double  lines  and  the  knight  on  the  reverse  shows  much  more  detail  and 
realism.  The  craftsmen  who  produced  the  dies  used  to  mint  the  Beciai  coin  must  have 
been  much  more  skilled  than  the  craftsmen  who  produced  the  dies  used  to  mint  the 
earlier  coins  of  Kestutis  and  Vytautas. 


x2 

Kestutii  1360-1382 


x2 

Vytautas  1385-1389 


x2 

Coin  from  Beciai 


A review  of  the  historical  events  in  Vytautas's  life  between  1390  to  MIO  may  help  in 
appreciating  this  coin.  With  the  Treaty  of  Astrava  in  1392,  Jogaila  gave  Lithuania  to 
Vytautas  to  rule  as  his  regent.  With  time,  Vytautats  became  increasingly  independent. 

In  1395,  Vytautas  began  to  use  a new  Latin  title  of  a sovereign  - Magnus  Dux.  This  new 
Latin  title  is  structurally  patterned  after  the  Ruthenian  title  of  a sovereign  - Velikii 
kniaz.  Previously,  all  Lithuanian  sovereigns  titled  themselves  and  were  titled  Rex  in  the 
Latin  language.  The  indigineous  Lithuanian  speaking  population  continued  well  into  the 
17th  century  to  title  their  sovereigns  Kunigas,  linguistically  derived  from  the  German 
title  of  a sovereign  - kdnig.  In  the  Ruthenian  language  all  sovereigns  were  and  continued 
to  be  titled  Velikii  kniaz.  A showdown  developed.  Jogaila  played  his  hand  in  1396  by 
having  Jadviga,  his  queen,  demand  submission  from  Vytautas  in  the  form  of  tribute. 
Vytautas’s  move  was  to  present  the  demand  to  his  Council  of  Nobles.  They  rejected  the 
demand.  Vytautas  escalated  the  issue  by  having  his  Council  of  Nobles  proclaim  him  king 
of  Lithuania  on  the  Island  of  Salynas  in  1398  during  his  negotiations  with  the  Teutonic 
Order.  Having  established  himself  sovereign  of  Lithuania,  Vytautas  had  an  armorial  seal 
(62mm  diameter)  manufactured  for  himself  similar  to  the  armorial  seal  (46mm 
diameter)  that  jogaila  had  manufactured  for  himself  when  he,  Jogaila,  became  King  of 
Poland  as  well  in  1386,  Jogaila  was  already  King  of  Lithuania  since  1377.  In  1401  Jogaila 
acknowledge  Vytautas  sovereign  of  Lithuania  by  signing  the  Treaty  of  Vilnius-Radon 
with  Vytautas.  With  the  Treaty  of  Vilnius-Radon  Jogaila  and  Vytautas  also  established 
that  the  office  of  the  sovereign  of  Lithuania  was  separate  from  the  office  of  the 
sovereign  of  Poland  and  the  territory  of  Lithuania  was  separate  from  the  territory  of 
Poland.  Vytautas  signed  the  Treaty  of  Vilnius-Radon  with  his  new  royal  armorial  seal. 
This  armorial  seal  of  Vytautas  is  also  known  from  documents  dated  1404  and  1410. 
Every  soveign  of  Lithuania  after  Vytautas  used  this  new  title  of  a sovereign  - Magnus 
Dux.  Now,  not  only  were  the  offices  of  the  sovereigns  and  the  territories  of  Lithuania  and 
Poland  made  separate  and  distinct,  but  the  titles  of  the  sovereigns  were  made  separate 
and  distina. 


46min  diameter 
Armorial  seal  of  Jogaila 
1386.1388 


62mffl  diameter 

Armorial  seal  of  Vytautas  the  Great 
HOI.  H04.  HIO 
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A RARE  COIN  FROM  THE  HISTORIC  CEMETARY  AT  BECIAI 
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Subsequently,  Vylautas  had  a great  seal  (100mm  diameter)  manufactured  for  himself 
along  the  style  of  other  monarch  of  the  time.  This  great  seal  of  Vytautas  is  known  from 
documents  dated  1407,  1412,  1413,  1426  and  1430.  Visually.  Vytautas's  great  seal  gives 
an  unmistakeable  message  - Vytautas  holds  Lithuania  in  his  hand  - he  is  sovereign  of 


Lithuania. 


120fflm  diameter 
Great  seal  of  Jogaila 
1388 


lOOmm  diameter 
Great  seal  of  Vytautas  the  Great 
H07.  H12.  H13.  H26,  H30 


Having  established  himself  as  sovereign  of  Lithuania,  and  expressing  his  new 
status  with  new  elegent  royal  seals,  it  is  not  uncharacteristc  that  Vytautas  should  engage 
higher  quality  craftsmen  to  make  better  dies  for  his  new  coins. 

It  appears  that  the  coin  found  at  Beciai  is  an  example  of  coins  minted  by  Vytautas 
after  1398,  after  Vytautas  had  established  himself  as  sovereign  of  Lithuania.  This  newly 
discovered  coin  of  Vytautas,  together  with  the  other  finds  at  Beciai,  is  currently  housed 
at  the  Ukmerge  Ethnographic  Museum. 


Sources: 

Zabiela,  Gintautas.  and  Aleksiejunas,  Vytautas.  Reta  moneta  is  Beciii  senkapii^. 

KuJturos Barai , 1988  Nr.  3.  Vilnius,  Lietuva, 
karys,  Jonas  k.  Senoves  Lietuviq^Pinigai.  Bridgeport.  Conn.  1959. 

Douchis.  R.  and  Passic,  F.  A Catalog  of  Early  Lithuanian  Coins. 

Thek'nJght,  Vol.  V No.  5 Feb-Mar  1983,  Columbia.  Md. 

A.Z.  (Zigmas  A.  Raulinaitis).  Lietuvos  kunigaiksciq  Antspaudai. 
f^arys,  Nr.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  1984,  Brooklyn.  New  York 


Gumowski,  Marian.  Handbuch  der  Polnischen  Siegelkunde.  Graz,  Austria.  1966 
Jurginis,  J.  and  Luksaite,  I.  Lietuvos  Kulturos  Istorijos  Bruozai.  Vilnius,  Lietuva.  1981. 
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continued  fro.  1...  THE  LITAS  — SAFE  CURRENCY? 


notes,  which  counterfeiters  could  not  depreciate.  Today, 
with  the  aid  of  electronics  and  computers,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  produce  a counterfeit.  A short  time  ago,  one  African 
nation  issued  its  new  currency,  but  soon  they  were  "diluted" 
with  counterfeits.  Its  financial  position  deteriorated,  as  did 
its  economy;  its  international  prestige  fell.  Therefore,  it  is 
most  important  to  have  'safe  money,'  that  is,  such  as  it 
would  be  impossible  for  money  falsifiers  or  specialist  financial 
diversionists  to  reproduce.  In  London,  at  the  order  of  two 
swindlers  there  was  printed  a hugh  quantity  of  Portugal's 
currency.  When  the  swindle  became  exposed,  the  English  firm 
had  to  pay  compensation  to  Portugal,  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  counterfeited  currency.  The  firm  then  went  bankrupt." 

"What  was  the  quality  of  the  Lithuanian  paper  money?" 

"Specialists  assert  that  the  Litas  banknotes  were  stable 
and  safe.  The  stamping  machines  turned  slowly,  and  thus 
made  few  printing  errors." 

Australia  was  the  first  in  the  world  to  place  into  cir- 
culation a plastic  banknote  (see  photo),  at  whose  production 
you  were  involved." 

"That  was  a long  task,  requiring  many  assistants.  Plastic 
banknotes  are  twice  as  durable.  Its  safety  is  guaranteed  by 
a special  difractional  image  visible  in  the  background.  On 
Australian  paper  money  there  is  a watermark  and  an  imm- 
ersed metal  filament  with  appropriate  information  which  can 
be  read  only  with  the  aid  of  the  bank's  laser  apparatus.  But 
plastic  banknotes  have  their  plusses  and  minusses.  They  are 
not  comfortable  to  hold  in  the  hand." 

"Is  it  necessary  to  hold  the  currency  in  the  hand,  if  it 
works  well  in  banks  and  other  financial  offices?  In  the  the 
Western  world,  there  is  a boom  in  credit  cards.  A person 
need  not  carry  a cent  with  him." 

"I  don't  believe  that  banknotes  and  coins  will  be  pushed 
out  of  circulation.  Let  us  remember  that,  with  television  in 
operation,  people  began  to  think  that  all  move  theaters  would 
close  their  doors.  That  did  not  occur.  I am  convinced  that 
with  our  real  currency  we  will  not  soon  part." 

"Do  plastic  notes,  at  whose  beginning  you  were  involved, 
burn?" 

"All  currency  burns.  Some  with  flame,  others  turn  to 
ashes  at  the  time  of  economic-finaicial  anamolies.  After 
banknotes  are  burned,  we  can  now  establish,  what  type  they 
were,  and  their  value.  It  was  my  fortune  to  establish  this 
method.  In  printing  different  denominations  of  bank  notes, 
we  embed  into  them  differing  materials  which  are  fireproof." 

"You  have  consulted  with  West  Germany,  Switzerland, 
Canada,  England  and  other  nation's  banks,  and  have  observed 
mountains  of  money.  Does  that  give  you  any  pleasure?" 

"I  have  become  bored  at  examining  currency.  Better  to 
gaze  into  a person's  eyes.  He  produces  money,  not  the  re- 
serve. Just  lately,  I had  an  opportunity  to  exchange  a few 


words  with  a high  bank  official  in 
Switzerland,  whose  parents  were 
born  in  Lithuania.  In  Washington, 
an  American  of  Lithuanian  descent 
occupies  a high  post  in  the  pro- 
. duction  of  money.  I am  not  now 
speaking  of  bankers.  The  first  wife 
of  Nelson  Rockefeller  was  a Lith- 
uanian." 

"Let  us  return  to  the  problem 
of  'safe  money.'" 

"That  is  my  profession.  In 
Australia,  all  banknotes  were  perio- 
dically verified  by  modern  machines. 
To  replace  the  worn,  we  print  new 
ones.  The  average  life  of  an  Ameri- 
can dollar  is  from  8 to  10  months. 
The  most  careful  conservers  of  their 
banknotes  are  the  Swiss,  the  Aust- 
rians, and  the  Dutch.  They  teach 
their  children  how  to  handle  curren- 
cy in  the  schools.  When  counterfeit 
money  is  found,  it  is  not  exchanged 
with  genuine  currency.  The  largest 
industry  in  the  world  for  counterfeit 
currency  is  in  Hong  Kong.  Undoub- 
tedly, this  'industry'  will  interest 
itself  in  Lithuanian  banknotes. 
However,  I am  confident  it  will 
not  crack  a well  matured  "Lithua- 
nian nut." 

"Thank  you  for  the  compli- 
ment." 

"I  would  be  happy,"  said 
Kestutis  Lynikas,"  if  I were  able 
once  more  to  share  my  experience 
and  knowledge  with  those  in  Lith- 
uania who  work  in  this  sphere.  In 
closing,  I would  like  to  cite  Lor- 
imer:  'It  is  good  to  have  money  and 
those  things  which  can  be  bought 
with  money,  but  we  must  not  forget 
to  assure  ourselves,  npt  to  lose  those 
values  which  no  money  in  any 
amount  can  ever  buy.'" 

[Editor's  note:  We  thank  our 
readers  for  sending  us  up-to-date 
articles  such  as  this  one.] 


Lithuanian 

NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


BY 

Jonas  K.  Karys 

English  Translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 

Continued  from  last  issue... 


ATENA/Athene.  In  ancient  Greece,  she  was  the  goddess  of  wisdom,  war,  various  trades,  etc.,  beautifully  depicted 
on  Greek  coins,  and  later,  on  those  of  Rome. 


GREEK  COINS  WITH  ATENA 


ATMUSA/Trial  Pieces.  A coin  struck  in  another  metal  than  that  used  regularly  (as  an  example,  the  one  Lithuanian 
commemorative  [1938]  10  litu  struck  on  a gold  planchet).  A new  coin  project  struck  on  another  metal  planchet.  Specimens. 


ATPAZINIMAS/Authenticate.  To  establish  the  genuine  character  of  a coin  or  other  numismatic  item,  by  the  use  of 
all  available  sources  (testimony  of  the  legal  minter,  tracing  the  real  date  or  era  of  striking,  by  a chemical  analysis, 
through  written  documents,  etc.). 


Au.  The  symbol  for  gold.  See  Auksas/gold. 


AUGUSTALIS/Augustal  (from  emperor,  "augusti”).  the  gold  solidus  of  Sicily,  introduced  and  first  struck  by  Emperor 
Fridrich  II,  in  1231.  This  coin, copying  the  solidus  of  Rome  and  Byzantium,  was  the  first  gold  coin  of  the  Roman  Empire 
after  several  hundred  years  lapse,  as  well  es  the  forerunner  of  the  gold  florins  and  ducats.  It  weighed  5-2A  gr.,  and  was 
struck  with  about  0.857  gold  content. 


AUGUSTAS  II/August  II  (Saxon).  King  of  Poland  1709-1733,  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  1697-1706.  During  his  reign, 
the  very  last  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  were  struck  at  Gardinas  (See  Gardino  Kalykla/Gardinas  Mint). 


AUGUSTDORAS.  l)  A gold  piece,  above  21  carats  fineness/assay.  A German  coin,  introduced  by  Saxony’s  ruler  Fri- 
drich August  II  in  1752,  having  about  6.05  gr.  of  pure  gold.  It  was  struck  in  Saxony  and  copied  elsewhere  for  about  a 
century.  Its  weight  and  assay  did  not  remain  constant.  For  example,  in  Prussia  in  1755-56,  copied  augustdoras'  contained 
a mere  4.3  gr.  of  gold.  2)  A Polish  gold  coin,  valued  at  five  silver  talers,  struck  by  August  III  (Saxon)  reigning  years 
(the  middle  of  the  18th  century).  When  the  Prussian  Fridrich  II  began  to  forge  the  Polish  Republic's  coins,  this  Polish 
Augustdoras  was  struck  at  such  a low  assay  (barely  7 carats)  that  it  looked  more  like  copper  (see  Efraimitai/Ef remites 


AUKSAS/Gold.  (symbol  Au,  from  the  Latin  aurum).  A soft,  heavy,  yellow,  malleable,  capable  of  being  flattened  out 
to  0.00014  mm.  thinness  plate,  precious  metal  (see  Taurieji  metalai/precious  metals).  No.  79,  atomic  weight  197.2,  spec- 
ific gravity  19.3.  Melting  point  at  1060  degrees  centigrade,  similarly  melting  at  "royal  water,"  in  appropriate  compounds 
of  quicksilver  and  cian.  It  is  found  in  the  ground,  in  caves,  is  sifted  out  of  water.  Chiefly  found  in  South  Africa, 
followed  by  Russia,  Canada,  and  the  U.S.A.  Gold  isused  in  many  fields,  but  basically  was  and  is:  1)  Payment  of  interna- 
tional exchange;  2)  in  money  and  its  support.  The  best,  most  desirable  and  most  trustworthy  coins  are  gold.  Pure  gold  is 
soft,  easily  scratched  in  use,  and  wears  quickly,  so  it  is  mixed  with  copper,  silver  and  other  metals,  thus  firming  it 
up,  making  it  more  resistant  to  wear.  Unmixed,  in  the  metric  system  gold  is  listed  at  1000  grade  or  assay,  or  otherwise, 
24  carats.  The  most  practical  gold  ingot  to  the  present  has  been  0.900  or  21.6  carat  purity,  that  is,  90%  gold  and  10% 
copper.  From  such  a mixture  most  coins  are  struck  and  ornaments  and  precious  objects  are  prepared.  The  so-called  white 
gold  is  obtained  by  mixing  gold  and  silver  in  equal  portions. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  LITHUANIAN  SCOUT  ASSOCIATION  MEDALS  ’ 

By  Vincent  W.  Atones  and  Henry  L.  Gaidis  (Continued  fro*  last  issue...) 


The  original  design  for  the  decoration 
awarded  in  Lithuania^  was  a silver  colored  metal 
swastika  with  superimposed  gold  finish  Scout 
Fleur-de-Lis  bearing  the  Lithuanian  double- 
barred  cross  insignia  and  the  word,  BUDEK.  The 
Lithuanian  word  BUDEK  means  "Be  Prepared" 
and  is  frequently  found  on  awards,  cloth  patches, 
and  publications  associated  with  the  Lithuanian 
Scout  movement. 

This  decoration  pre-dates  Hitler  and  his 
Nazi  Party  which  later  adopted  the  swastika  as 
its  symbol.  Due  to  the  association  of  the  swas- 
tika design  with  the  hated  Nazis,  this  design  was 
later  replaced  with  a modified  cross  format  by 
Scout  association  in  exile.  The  Order  of  Gra- 
titude awarded  to  Scout  leaders  and  suporters 


Post-War  Order  of  Gratitude  for 
Supporters 

is  identical,  with  the  designation  being  indicated 
by  the  ribbon  worn.  The  ribbon  of  the  Order  of 
Gratitude  is  white  with  a wide  brown  trip  at  each 
edge  for  Scout  leaders,  and  a third  equal  sixe 
brown  center  strip  added  for  supporters. 

ORDER  OF  THE  LILY 

The  Order  of  the  Lily  was  established  as 
the  third  highest  scout  decoration.  It  is  awarded 


to  Scout  leaders  for  prolonged  and  successful 
work  with  Scout  units.  The  decoration  consists 
of  four  connected  green  enamel  Fleur-de-Lis 
edged  with  a gold  finish  which  forms  a cross 
design.  In  the  center  of  the  four  Fleur-de-Lis  is  a 
red  enamel  circle  containing  the  Lithuanian 
national  coat-of-arms,  VYTIS.  The  Order  of  the 

Lily  is  worn  with  a dark  green  ribbon  with  a 
wide  white  strip  at  each  edge. 


ORDER  OF  MERIT 

The  LSS  fourth  highest  decoration  is  the 
Order  of  Merit.  It  is  awarded  to  Scout  leaders. 
Scouts,  and  supporters  for  successful  work  within 
a Scout  unit  or  for  the  overall  support  of  the 
organization.  The  decoration  is  a gold  finish 
round  shaped  medal  containing  a Scout  Fleur-de- 
lis  inside  a circle  surrounded  by  the  words 

"Uz  Nuopelnus",  meaning  "For  Merit."  A small  dou- 
ble barred  cross  appears  at  the  top  of  the  center 
leaf  and  the  Scout  motto,  "BUDEK"  at  its  base. 

The  Order  of  Merit  decoration  is  the  only 
Lithuanian  Scout  decoration  which  has  a reverse 
side.  The  reverse  side  of  the  Order  of  Merit  bears 
a raised  right  hand  in  the  Scout  three  finger 
salute  with  a sun  burst  in  the  background.  Sur- 
rounding the  saluting  hand  are  seven  criss  cross 
designs  with  the  BUDEK  motto  at  the  bottom.  The 
ribbon  for  the  Order  of  Merit  is  white  with  two 
or  three  parallel  wide  green  stripes.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  Order  of  Gratitude,  the  Scout  and 
supporter  decoration  is  distinguished  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a third  center  stripe  for  the  supporter. 


COHTIHUEO  MEXT  ISSUE... 


A GLIMPSE  OF  EMERGING  NUMISMATICS  IN  LITHUANIA  TODAY 


By  Charles  Matuzas 

This  writer  and  many  others  through  many 
years  have  been  receiving  from  occupied  Lithuania 
a weekly  called  Gimtasis  Krastas,  (The  Native 
Land),  published  by  a Society  for  Cultural  Rel- 
ations With  Its  Nationals  Abroad.  Its  articles 
included  long  and  winding  speeches  of  the  Soviet 
dictators,  printing  everything  in  a rosy  shade 
happening  in  Lithuania  under  occupation.  In 
other  words,  misinformation.  Now  that  times  are 
changing  and  with  the  advent  of  a new  ruler  pro- 
claiming some  freedom,  changes  are  occuring 
throughout  the  Soviet  Empire,  more  so  in  the 
Baltic  Republics,  and  mostly  Lithuania. 

Great  changes  have  taken  place  in  this 
weekly,  interesting  articles  and  a variety  of 
them.  All  that  was  rosy  in  the  past  is  now  being 
brought  out  into  the  open  as  lies.  Letters  sub- 
mitted to  the  editor  range  from  200  to  300  a 
week.  A full  page  is  alloted  for  these  letters, 
some  reminding  in  detail  the  terror  during  the 
reign  of  the  so-called  Stalinists,  the  murders, 
the  exiles  to  Siberia,  all  in  detail,  names  of  the 
victims,  names  of  the  perpetrators. 

As  of  the  beginning  of  this  year,  this 
weekly  boasted  of  2A9,300  readers  throughout  the 
world  in  5^  countries,  in  all  continents,  ment- 
ioning some  out  of  the  way  places,  Siberia  in- 
cluded. Not  long  ago  this  weekly  paper  refused 
accepting  new  subscribers.  The  reason:  shortage 
of  paper.  Shortly  thereafter,  however,  something 
must  have  happened.  The  weekly  became  a priority, 
it  got  all  the  paper  it  needed. 

It  takes  two  or  three  months  for  the  week- 
ly to  arrive  here  in  the  U.S.  by  boat.  In  winter, 
longer.  A December  issue  that  arrived  in  March 
has  an  interesting  article  for  our  LNA  readers. 
This  article  written  by  Vytautas  Aleksejunas  takes 
up  almost  a full  page  of  the  weekly  and  is  titled: 
’’Lithuania's  Currency  1915-19^1.”  The  article  is 
illustrated  with  an  enlarged  20  Litas  note,  and 
reduced  A other  notes.  It  informs  us  that  there 
was  a Numismatic  Exposition  in  the  Historical 
and  Ethnograph  Museum  in  Vilnius  that  lasted  two 
months,  from  October  5 to  December  12,  1988.  Ex- 
hibited were  Independent  Lithuania’s  banknotes, 
some  foreign  banknotes,  banknote  designs  and  their 
authors,  printers,  coin  models  in  gypsum  and  docu- 
ments from  the  mint  in  Kaunas!  From  the  article 
we  are  informed  that  an  exposition  took  place 
a good  many  years  earlier  in  Vilnius,  in  1970, 
when  Medieval  Lithuanian  coins  were  exhibited. 

For  the  first  time  as  mentioned  in  the 
weekly,  the  1938  10  Litu  banknote  was  exhibited. 
The  illustration  shows  it  to  have  the  PAVYZDYS 
stamp  on  it.  Nothing  else  is  mentioned  about 
this  note. 


Above:  1938  2 Litai  Pattern  Coin 


The  article  mentions  that  in  1926  a 50  Litas  gold  coin  was 
being  considered  to  mint,  which  never  materialized,  except  in  a 
plastic  model.  Mentioned  as  exhibited  were  two  different  dies  from 
The  Brussels  Mint,  both  with  Antanas  Smetona  on  the  obverse  side 
and  the  Vytis  on  one  and  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  on  the  other  dies 
reverse  sides.  [This  would  be  the  1938  2 Litai  patterns].  Seems 
that  very  few  of  these  patterns  exist  in  Lithuania,  which  some  of 
our  LNA  members  have  in  their  personal  collections. 

An  interesting  item  in  the  exposition  was  a book  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania’s  deposits  of  its  gold  holdings  in  different 
capitals  of  the  world:  London,  Paris,  Stockholm,  Moscow,  Berlin, 
and  other  places. More  informationon  this  subject  was  published 
last  year  in  1988  in  a journal  "Pergale,"  No.  10,  by  Juozas  Vai- 
snora. 

The  Knight,  Volume  12,  Number  3.  Issue  #68, 
The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 
Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  Maryland,  DIRECTOR. 
Subscripton/membership  to  Volume  12  (5  issues):  a do- 
nation of  $10  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia,  Maryland  210A5. 
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